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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



THE SOUTH CAROLINA LIQUOR LAW. 

At the present day the most notable instance of paternalism in govern- 
ment is the liquor law in South Carolina, which is the result of Populist 
teachings that have lately been widely disseminated in that portion of the 
country, and a bold attempt to perpetuate the power of the so-called Reform 
faction which now dominates the State, by means of a great monopoly of.the 
liquor traffic. 

For those who are not familiar with the act commonly known as the 
Diapensary law, the following brief explanation may be of interest: All 
parties are prohibited from trafficking in any distilled or malt liquor, while 
the State is authorized to establish dispensaries for its exclusive sale. 
A general board of control exercises a supervision over the business, and 
a chief dispenser receives supplies and fills the orders of the local dispensers 
in the various counties of the commonwealth. Branch or local dispen- 
saries are established in most of the counties. They remain open from 7 
A. M. until 6 P. M. daily, except Sundays and legal holidays. Liquor is sold 
in packages from one-half pint to five gallons. Beer is also supplied in 
pint bottles. The labels of most of the bottles are surmounted by the seal 
and motto of the State, while a palmetto tree in raised surface occupies 
the reverse side. No liquor is allowed to be sold to minors or habitual 
drunkards, nor can it be consumed on the premises where it is sold. Any 
stranger desiring to make a purchase must be identified and vouched for 
by some responsible person. He then fills out an application, stating his 
age, residence, the amount he desires to purchase, and the use to which it 
is to be put. The application being signed and attested by the dispenser or 
his clerk the applicant receives the liquor. Distilled liquor can only be 
purchased once a day by one person, but any number of applications for 
beer may be made during the day by the same person. 

This is practically a correct statement of that piece of most unique legisla- 
tion by which some thousands of citizens were on July 1 of this year thrown 
out of employment, their property rendered useless and their business 
absorbed by the State. As a means of enforcing the law In the various 
counties, secret spies are appointed, composing often the lowest charac- 
ters in their communities, who are expected to keep strict watch for con- 
traband traders in spirits or malt liquors, and empowered to arrest and 
seize the goods of all violators of the law. 

The act has met with much criticism within the limits of the State, not 
only from the conservatiye Democrats, but from many within the ranks 
of the " Dominant Element." In truth, all who lov* their State and treasure 
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her traditions for the past two centuries deplore the day when she descended 
from the dignity of statehood to deprive citizens of their property and em- 
bark in the business of a retail liquor dealer. The occupation o£ retailing 
spirits may not be considered by many of us as a very honorable calling, but 
it was honest, at least, when duly licensed ; and while barkeepers may not 
be thought to be entitled to much consideration at the hands of the public, 
they should, in any event, be fairly dealt with. Their property, which has 
been rendered useless by the law, should be paid for out of the public 
treasury at a fair valuation. 

Trade has been seriously interfered with by the liquor law and a num- 
ber of large wholesale grocers and liquor dealers have moved their places of 
business beyond our boundaries, while there has been a considerable exodus 
of retail dealers who have departed, carrying their money with them. 
The State is fast becoming greatly involved in most vexatious litigation, 
growing out of the many uncertainties and crudenesses of the law. The 
day is not far distant when the United States Supreme Court will be 
invoked to pass its judgment, when it is confidently predicted by most of 
our best legal talent that the whole fabric will crumble Into naught. 

The new system is not, however, totally bad. There has been a marked 
decrease of drunkenness since it went into operation. In the municipality 
of which the writer is the chief executive officer the police have not made 
an arrest for drunkenness since July 1. 

W. G. Chafee, Mayor of Aiken, S. C. 



THE BRIGGS CONTROVERSY FROM A CATHOLIC STANDPOINT. 

Judicious and thoughtful people cannot be averse to hear a mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church explain from what standpoint and 
in what particular light his co-religionists view the Briggs contro- 
versy. Two points in particular strike them as most surprising. In the 
Indictment preferred against Professor Briggs we are told that the errors 
charged are fundamental, and relate, first, to the question as to the su- 
preme and only authority in matters of faith and practice, and, second, to 
the question as to the inerrancy or truthfulness of the inspired word of 
God. The other three principal charges, or fundamental errors, as they are 
called, are subordinated to, or at least congenial with, the second mentioned 
above. 

Nothing could surprise a member of the Roman Catholic Church more 
than the statement that, Presby terianism having been in existence for such 
a period of time, the fundamental and vital question of authority should not 
have long since been definitely agreed upon and settled forever. And 
what we here say of Presbyterianism can be, we think, fitly applied to 
other reformed denominations. A church is necessarily a society, and what 
society, a Catholic asks, can, we do not say grow and prosper, but even live 
or exist, without that chief and indispensable element — authority? What 
else is there that could give cohesion and unity to the several parts where- 
of a society is composed ? What else can make a society that one solid 
compact which it essentially is ? Authority is absolutely necessary to the 
very existence, let alone the growth and progress, of any society — as neces- 
sary to it as the head is to the body. This being so, a Roman Catholic, when 



